
NOVEMBER 2022 Rodman 

See VINYL CLUB on Page 6 

The official newsletter of Rodman Public Library 

 

“A reader lives a thousand lives 
before he dies. … The man who 

never reads lives only one.” 

— George R.R. Martin 
 

Rodman Public Library has renewal levy on November ballot 

    Voters in the Alliance City 
Schools and Marlington school dis-
tricts will decide Issue 3, a 1.5-mill, 

10-year renewal levy for Rodman 
Public Library, when they go to 
polls on November 8. 
     There are no new taxes asso-
ciated with the levy, which ac-
counts for 35 percent of Rodman 

Public Library’s overall funding. 

The estimated cost to the owner of a 
home with an appraised value of 
$100,000 is $31.63 per year, which is 
approximately $2.64 per month. 

Passage of the levy will generate an 
estimated $944,474 per year for the 
library, which will go a long way, espe-
cially considering that for every $1 
spent by Rodman Public Library, Alli-
ance-area residents receive an average 

of $5.22 in economic value. 
The levy is for operating expenses at 

Rodman’s Main Library, Branch Li-
brary, and Bookmobile. Renewal of the 
levy will help maintain the current 
hours of operation; expanded purchas-
ing of print, audiovisual, and digital 
resources; continued growth of out-
reach; and expanded programming for 
all ages. 

New Wave Pioneer 
to Visit Vinyl Club 

Described as a seminal new waver, Chris 
Butler is a musician best known for a few hits 
from the 1980s, yet he is still writing and re-
cording with many unique works to his credit. 

      The Akron-area 
native who has had a 
career in the music 
business spanning 
five decades will 
visit Rodman Public 
Library as a special 
guest of the Alliance 
Vinyl Club on 
Wednesday, Novem-
ber 16. Open to all 
music lovers, the 
meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. and 
Butler will spin 
some of his favorite 

records and talk about his career and music. 
Butler, a sociology major at Kent State 

University, was among a crowd of students 
fired on by the Ohio National Guard on May 
4, 1970, and was a friend of Jeffrey Miller, 
one of the four students killed that day. Butler 
appeared in several films by KSU film profes-
sor Richard Myers and was active in the Kent 
music scene that spawned such bands as The 
James Gang, Devo and Chrissie Hynde of The 
Pretenders. Butler played guitar with the blues 
band City Lights, bass with The Numbers 
Band (aka 15-60-75), and guitar for Tin Huey, 
before making it big with his own musical 
project – The Waitresses. 

CHRIS BUTLER 

A Brilliant Writer 

Readers from the Alliance area will 
be familiar with the names of places 
found in a Robin Yocum novel. 

Many are other blue-collar towns 
where industries related to the steel 
industry once thrived like Steuben-
ville, Dillonvale, Cadiz, and of course, 
Brilliant, Yocum’s own hometown 
which is also the basis of the fictional-
ized town of Crystalton. 

The son of a steelworker, Yocum 
never thought he would be a writer. 
Growing up, he dreamed of playing 
second base for the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
However, a broken ankle in high 
school and the exposure to writing in 
a journalism class has led him to an exceptional career as a reporter and a 
novelist who is known for his fiction set in the Ohio River Valley. 

Yocum will appear at Rodman Public Library on Wednesday, Nov. 9 as 
part of the Fogle Author Series. He will conduct a writing workshop at 3:30 
p.m. and then give remarks and sign books at 6:00 p.m.  

Registration is required at rodmanlibrary.evanced.info/signup to attend 
either event and each program has its own registration. 

Yocum, who appeared in Alliance in 2014 as the One Book One Commu-
nity author and was a 2017 Fogle Author Series featured writer, has six piec-
es of fiction to his credit, including: 

  The Sacrifice of Lester Yates (2021 – Ar-
cade CrimeWise), a finalist for the 2021 
Dashiell Hammett Award for outstanding 
crime writing.  

  A Perfect Shot (2018 – Seventh Street 
Books) 

Ohio Valley native Robin Yocum  
is RPL Fogle Author in November 

ROBIN YOCUM 

See YOCUM on Page 5 
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ONGOING PROGRAMS 

BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS 

November 14 
 

Going There 
 

Katie Couric 

Meets every second Monday  

of the month at 6:30 p.m.  

at the Branch Library. 

BOOKS & COFFEE 

Call 330-821-1313 for information. 

For a look at future Book Club selections, visit 

rodmanlibrary.com/Rodman-Book-Clubs 

TECH Time Thursday 
A librarian is on hand each Thursday from 11 a.m. to 

noon to answer basic questions about your electronic 

devices. No registration needed. For information, call 

330-821-2665, ext. 217.  

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to noon 

Knit Wits  
The KnitWits, a circle for needleworkers of all types 

and skill levels, meets at 10 a.m. on the second and 

fourth Monday of each month at the Main Library.  

Mondays, Nov. 14 & 28 at 10 a.m. 

Meets every third Tuesday  

of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

 at the Main Library. 

TRUE CRIME  

JUNKIES 

Call 330-821-2665, ext. 215 for information. 

November 15 
 

Hell’s Half-Acre:  

The Untold Story  

of The Benders,  

A Serial Killer Family  

on the  

American Frontier 
 

Susan Jonusas 

RPL EVENING  

BOOK CLUB 

Meets every  

fourth  Monday  

of the month  

at 6:00 p.m.  

November 28 
 

The Paris Library 
 

Janet Skeslien Charles 

Call 330-821-2665, ext. 107 for information. 

The Maker Monday program 

for November was filled early, 

but crafters can register for the 

December session starting 

November 1. The December 

Maker Monday program will be 

held on Dec. 5 when crafters 

will create  brush bottle trees. 

All materials will be provided 

free of charge, thanks to the Friends of Rodman Public 

Library, but space is limited and registration is required 

at rodmanlibrary.evanced.info/signup. Maker Monday, 

an adult crafting program led by Nicole Brown, is held 

on a select Monday each month at the Main Library. For 

information, call 330-821-2665. 

Monday, Dec. 5 at 7 p .m. 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday through Wednesday: 10 a.m. — 8 p.m. 

Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m. —  4 p.m. 

Sunday:  

Main Library — Closed 

Branch Library  — 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

(October through April only) 

 

rodmanlibrary.com 

MAIN LIBRARY 

215 E. Broadway St. 

Alliance, Ohio 44601 

330.821.2665 

BRANCH LIBRARY 

1808 W. State St. 

Alliance, OH 44601 

330.821.1313 

Maker Monday 

Get into the holiday spirit at RPL 
Rodman Public Library 

is getting into the holiday 
spirit early this year with a 
Christmas Movie Series 
during the month of No-
vember. 

For three consecutive 
weeks, a holiday favorite 
will be shown on the big 
screen inside the Main 
Auditorium. Admission to 
the feature films will be 
free and fresh-popped 
popcorn will be provided 
by the library thanks to 
Friends of Rodman Public 
Library. 

All movies will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. and no regis-
tration is required to at-
tend any of the movies, which are open to all ages. However, children under 13 years of age 
must be accompanied by an adult caregiver. 

The series will begin on Tuesday, November 15 with the screening of White Christmas, a 
1954 musical comedy starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney, and Vera-
Ellen in which a successful song-and-dance team become romantically involved with a sister 
act and team up to save the failing Vermont inn of their former commanding general. The 
film is not rated and runs two hours. 

The fun continues on Monday, November 21 with the showing of The Muppet Christmas 
Carol, a 1992 retelling of the classic Charles Dickens tale of an old and bitter miser’s re-
demption on Christmas Eve. The Muppet characters are joined by Michael Caine as Ebenezer 
Scrooge. The dramatic comedy is rated G and runs 85 minutes. 

The series will conclude on Monday, November 28 with the screening of A Christmas 
Story, the 1983 family comedy that stars Peter Billingsley as a young boy in the 1940s who 
attempts to convince his parents, teacher, and even Santa Claus that a Red Ryder range 200-
shot BB gun really is the perfect Christmas gift. Also starring Melinda Dillon and Darren 
McGavin, the film is rated PG and runs 93 minutes. 

For more information about the Christmas Movie Series, call 330-821-2665. 



A Welcome Murder (2017 - Seventh 
Street Books) 

A Brilliant Death (2016 - Seventh Street 
Books), which was a Barnes & Noble No. 1 
bestseller and a finalist for both the 2017 
Edgar Award and the Silver Falchion Award 
for best adult mystery. 

The Essay (2012 - Arcade Publishing), 
the book that that was Alliance’s 2014 One 
Book One Community selection. 

Favorite Sons (2011 - Arcade Publish-
ing), which was named the 2011 Book of the 
Year for Mystery/Suspense by USA Book 
News.  

He also has written two works of non-
fiction, including Dead Before Deadline . . . 
and Other Tales from the Police Beat (2004 
– University of Akron Press); and Insured for 
Murder (1992 – Prometheus Books), which 
he co-authored with Cathy Candisky. 

Yocum, who also heads Yocum Commu-
nications, a public relations and marketing 
consulting firm he founded in the Columbus 
area in 2001, got his start as a professional 
writer as a journalist, first at The Times 
Leader in Martins Ferry as the associate 
sports editor, and then a reporter at the The 
Eagle-Gazette in Lancaster. 

The Bowling Green State University grad-
uate joined The Columbus Dispatch in 1980 
and worked at the paper for 11 years, includ-
ing six years as the senior reporter on the 
investigative desk. He won more than 30 
local, state and national journalism awards in 
categories ranging from investigative report-
ing to feature writing. Before joining the 
investigative team, he covered the police beat 
for four years, which was the basis for his 
book, Dead Before Deadline. 

Ahead of his visit to Rodman Library, 
Yocum answered some questions about his 
work: 

Q: It is said you should write what you 
know, and many of your books are set 
near your hometown. How much of your 
own experiences do you draw from when 
you are crafting your novels? 

A: Not 100 percent, but pretty close. My 
books are written first person, so I’m always 
seeing and telling the stories through my 
eyes. Growing up in the Ohio River Valley in 
a time when the mills and the mines were 
booming gives me a perspective on life that 
has stuck with me all these years. I grew up 
in a place where every man I knew, including 
my father, grandfathers and great grandfa-
thers, went to work every day with a hardhat 
in one hand and a tin lunch pail in the other. I 
would like to think that I’ve held onto those 
blue-collar values, and I hope that comes 

YOCUM 
From Page 1 
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Want to help support RPL? 

Join the Friends of Rodman Library 

by calling 330-821-2665  

or by visit any of the service desks. 

$5 for an individual membership / 

$25 for a patron membership 

Imagine Rodman Public Library is a big tree. 

The annual Fogle Author 

Series is made possible by the 

generosity of the  late Mr. Es-

mond E. Fogle.  

A graduate of Mount Union 

where he was a member of Sig-

ma Nu fraternity, Fogle was a 

past president of Robertson 

Heating Supply in Alliance. For 

sixteen years, the U.S. Navy veteran served on 

the Board of Trustees at Rodman Public Library. 

He owned an extensive personal library which 

reflected his expansive reading tastes.  

Upon his passing at the age of 86 on August 

12, 2013, money was designated from his es-

tate to the Greater Alliance Foundation. That 

funding was used to establish the Fogle Author 

Series. 

Rodman Library is grateful to the Foundation 

and the Fogle family for their support of the 

series. 

ABOUT THE FOGLE AUTHOR SERIES 

through in my writing. In my books, I tend to 
romanticize the Ohio River Valley when it was at 
its industrial zenith. That time was special to me. 
I realize that we will never again see that kind of 
industrial might in this country, which is sad. My 
childhood was one of having the freedom to roam 
the streets of town, explore, hang out with my 
buddies, and play sports. I was, I believe, 
an observant kid. I draw on those memories fre-
quently in my books. Many of my childhood and 
adolescent friends play characters for me in my 
head when I’m writing a book. Of course, they 
don’t know that. 

Q: Did you always want to be a journalist/
writer? What made you decide to write books 
instead of news? 

A: No. I like to say that I was a normal kid. 
Writing for a living was the furthest thing from 
my mind when I was growing up. I wanted to 
play second base for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Dur-
ing my senior year in high school baseball, I 
broke an ankle sliding into second base. I remem-
ber sitting on the bench with my leg in a cast and 
thinking, “Maybe I should have a back-up plan in 
case this whole baseball thing doesn’t work out.” 
I was a terrible math student, so I assumed that 
accounting was out of the question. I took a jour-
nalism class my junior year in high school and 
really enjoyed it. It made me think, “I bet I could 
do this.” I loved the newspaper business. When I 
got on the Columbus Dispatch, I discovered that I 
had a knack for the investigative aspects of jour-
nalism. I did four years on the crime beat and six 
years as the senior reporter on the investigative 
team. There came an afternoon about 1990 when 
I was working on a story and watching the clock 
in the newsroom because I was trying to wrap it 
up and get to my son’s Little League game. I 
wanted to be at the ball field more than I wanted 
to be in the newsroom, and that was the first time 
that ever happened. I knew my days at the paper 
were numbered because I didn’t want to miss that 
time with the kids. With that said, all during the 
time I was working at the paper I knew I wanted 
to write books. I was interested in fiction because 
I wanted to take a blank sheet of paper and create 
something that was uniquely mine – my ideas, 
my imagination, my story. I love the freedom I 
have as a novelist to create my own stories. 

 Q: What advice would you give to someone 
who wants to be a journalist or a writer? 

A: Read everything you can get your hands 
on. See how other writers create their stories. 
Writing is like any other skill or craft, the more 
you do it, the better you’ll get. For someone who 
wants to be a journalist, remember that there will 
always be a need for someone who can put a 
sentence together. As for would-be novelists: 
Don’t give up. Keep clawing away. Getting pub-
lished is difficult, but you only have to convince 
one person that your work is worthy of being 
published, and then life gets much easier. Also, 
an agent is crucial. Polish your work, and try to 
land an agent. Again, don’t give up. I could paper 
the walls of my house with rejection letters. Was 
it disappointing? Absolutely. But it’s the price of 
admission for most writers. Keep writing. 

 Q: What can people expect if they attend 
your writer’s workshop? 

A: My stellar sense of humor on full display. 
Beyond that, I’m going to give them information 

that I hope will help them launch and finish a 
book. Writing is an art, so there is no rigid for-
mula for writing a book. Every saxophone player 
has their own style, but the basic fingering is 
pretty much the same. I’m going to teach them 
how I write. Essentially, I’m going to show them 
my basic fingering as it pertains to writing a 
novel. Using that as a foundation, they can start a 
book and tweak it with their personal style. 

Q: Who were your favorite authors/stories 
growing up? Who are your favorite authors 
now? 

A: I have eclectic states in what I read. I like 
to read a lot of different authors. As a kid, I de-
voured anything written by Jack London – Call 
of the Wild, White Fang, Sea Wolf. I loved sports 
and read a lot of Matt Christopher books –
Crackerjack Halfback, Catcher with a Glass 
Arm. I’ve always been a fan of Mark Twain and 
John Steinbeck. As of today’s authors, I don’t 
think there is a better writer/storyteller than 
James Lee Burke. Reading Burke’s books made 
me reevaluate my writing style and influenced 
me greatly. 

Q: How do you conceive the ideas for your 
novels? 

You know, this is a difficult question to an-
swer, because I really don’t know. How can you 
explain your imagination? Every book begins 
with what I call a “launch point.” It’s that tiny 
germ of an idea that makes me think I could wrap 
a book around it. From there, I just think about 
the book’s plot until I’ve conceived the book, 
including the ending. I won’t put words on page 
one until I know what’s going to be on the last 
page. Once I have an ending, it’s easy for me to 
create the roadmap to get there. 

Q: Of all the books that you have written, is 
there one that is your favorite? 

Another difficult question to answer. If you 
made me pick one, I’d probably say The Es-
say. One, it was the first book that I attempted to 
write in first-person. I felt like I made a connec-
tion with the characters that helped me with other 
books. Plus, I love Jimmy Lee Hickam’s spirit. 
With that said, the book I’m working on is al-
ways my favorite. When you’re working on a 
book, you have to be excited about it. If you’re 
not, the reader will be able to tell. I don’t ever 
want my readers to feel like I was just mailing it 
in.  
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An unknown soldier poses in an unknown location in this photo 

that is believed to have been taken in the 1880s. He has a revolv-

er and a knife in his belt. The photo was produced from a black 

and white glass negative that is part of the collection of the Alli-

ance Historical Society and is among hundreds of pictures found 

on alliancememory.org, a collaboration between Rodman Public 

Library and the Alliance Historical Society that offers a view of 

Alliance’s history through photographs, personal recollections, and 

documents. For more information about RPL’s local history re-

sources, visit rodmanlibrary.com/genealogy, or call 330-821-

2665, ext. 217. 

If you are looking for 

something new to serve this 

holiday season, AtoZ Food 

America is a great place to 

find a new recipe to try. 

From regional cookbooks to 

an exploration of ethnic 

culinary influences, from fun 

collections of historic cook-

books and television com-

mercials to “how to” food 

preparation videos, AtoZ 

Food America has some-

thing sure to educate and 

entertain everyone.  

AtoZ Food America is just 

one of among more than 75  

databases found at rodman-

library.com/databases cov-

ering more than 20 catego-

ries. 

For more information or 

help accessing RPL’s online 

databases, call 330-821-

2665, ext. 217. 

FEATURED  

DATABASE 

AtoZ Food America 

Member of 
Bookmobile Staff 

What is your favorite  
food or snack?  

Crab Legs. 
 

What is your favorite color?  
Blue. 

 
What was your favorite  

subject in school?  
Math. 

 
Who is your favorite  

musical artist?  
Styx. 

 
Are you a big fan of  
any sports teams? 

Browns. 
 

What do you like to do  
in your spare time?  

Fishing, hunting, and gardening. 
 

Do you have a favorite saying  
or motto you try to live by? 

Don’t worry. 

Has been  
at RPL for 1 year. 

Worked at  
Stark County  
Library for  
15 years. 

    Butler’s most 
recent projects in-
clude writing and 
producing two short 
films, and the new 
CD titled Got It 
Togehter! He ex-
plains that the mis-
spelling of the title 

is intentional and like … you 
know … ironic. 

Alliance Vinyl Club usual-
ly meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, 
but is meeting on the third 
Wednesday during November 
due to the Thanksgiving holi-
day and will meet on the sec-
ond Wednesday of December 
due to the Christmas holiday. 

Although it is called a club, 
there is no formal membership 
– and no registration required 
– to join in on meetings of the 
group, which offers the oppor-
tunity to hang out, listen to 
music, enjoy good conversa-
tion, and make new friends. 

Butler was the leading force 
behind the success of The 
Waitresses, which recorded 
two albums, including Wasn’t 
Tomorrow Wonderful and 
Bruiseology, as well as two 
EPs, including I Could Rule 
the World If Only I Could Get 
the Parts and Make the Weath-
er. He was the songwriter, 
producer and guitarist on all of 
the band’s hits, including “I 
Know What Boys Like,” 
which reached No. 23 on Bill-
board’s Top Tracks chart and 
No. 62 on the Billboard Top 
100 in 1982. The band is also 
known for “Christmas Wrap-
pings” and for recording the 
theme song to the TV show 
Square Pegs, which starred 
Sarah Jessica Parker and aired 
from 1982 to 1983. 

After the Waitresses dis-
banded in 1984, Butler spent 
the rest of the decade produc-
ing (Freedy Johnston, Scruffy 
The Cat, Joan Osborne) and 
writing songs in hard-won 
obscurity, playing drums and 
doing freelance writing for 
tech and music mags.   

Butler popped back on to 
the scene in the 1990s with a 
series of 45s recorded on an-
tique audio gear using Edison 
wax cylinders, 1940s wire 
recorders and 1930s home disk 

cutters and has been 
going strong with 
some interesting and 
unique projects ever 
since.  

In 1996, he re-
leased “The Devil 
Glitch,” a 69-minute 
song with over 500 
verses that is listed in the 1998 
Guinness Book of World Rec-
ords as the world’s longest pop 
song.”   

In 1997, he released I Feel 
A Bit Normal Today, a CD of 
bent pop.   

In 2001, Butler released Un 
Petit Goûter - The Best of Ki-
lopop!  The original work was 
a fake “best of” album from a 
non-existent Euro-pop band.   

In 2002, he released The 
Museum of Me, a collection of 
10 years worth of audio experi-
ments using antique and obso-
lete recording gear.  

In 2014, Butler released 
Easy Life plus alt.easylife.cd, 
an outtake CD. The work was 
a song cycle based on the mur-
der of four students at Kent 
State University in 1970.  

In 2018, Butler collaborated 
with Ralph Carney (Tin Huey, 
Tom Waits, B-52s) on Songs 
For Unsung Holidays (Smog 
Veil), a recording of tunes 
celebrating off-beat holidays 
like Gorilla Suit Day and Sala-
mi Appreciation Day.   
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