
While it’s beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas 
outside, it’s beginning to 
look a lot different inside 
the Children’s Department 
at Rodman Public Library. 

The area is being 
“refreshed” and will be a 
great gift to the many kids 
and adults who utilize the 
space. 

With new paint, new 
carpet, and new furniture, 
the children’s area will 
have an entirely new look 
and feel before the end of 
the year. So will the gallery and the auditorium, which is 
also getting a new stage curtain. 

“This is really the product of the staff listening to the 
public and paying attention to what patrons wanted,” said 
Rodman Public Library Executive Director Eric Taggart. 
“The children’s staff really wanted a place where families 
could hang out together at the library.” 

The RPL staff noticed that following programs like Sto-
rytime, Wee Read and Play Group, parents and other care-
givers would stay after, looking for more ways to interact 
with their little ones. The alterations to the children’s space 
will provide more opportunities for that. 

“We are making the space more interactive and more 
flexible,” said Taggart, noting some of the shelving will be 
mobile so that the area can be opened up during programs 
and special events. 

While there will be less shelving, Taggart stressed that 
the size of the children’s collection has not changed and the 
library still has as many books and other materials as it had 
in the past. 

“We had a lot of shelves in the area before, but if you 
really looked, some of them had a lot of open space,” said 
Taggart. “We have just gotten a little more creative about 
where shelves are placed and how they are arranged in order 
to open up the area and give us a significant amount of open 
space.” 
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“In principle and reality, 
libraries are life-enhancing 

palaces of wonder .” 

— Gail Honeyman 
 

Several Changes  

In The Works For 

Children’s Department 

Department Head Janet Metzger 
Retiring After 50 Years of  Service 

Space to get ‘refreshed’ by new year 

Janet Metzger, center, head of children’s services, sits with two 

members of her staff, Cyndi Shutt, left, and Stacy Digianantonio in 

the newly painted Children’s Programming Room. Before the end 

of the year, the entire Children’s Department will have a refreshed 

look with new paint, carpet and furniture. Meanwhile, the staff will 

also see a significant change when Metzger retires at the end of 

2022 after more than 50 years of library service, including 15 at 

Rodman Library. 

AREA TO CLOSE FOR THREE WEEKS 

Lots of exciting changes are coming to the 

children’s space at Rodman Public Library. To 

make them happen, the area will be closed from 

November 28 through December 16.  

In the meantime, patrons who would like to 

browse for materials can use the Branch Library 

children's collection. 

Materials can also be requested from the 

Main Library via: 

 The Rodman Library app 

 Online at rodmanlibrary.com 

 By phone at 330-821-2665, ext. 223 

Janet Metzger portrays Amelia Be-

delia during a Rodman Library pro-

gram in 2013 that honored the 50th 

year of the beloved children’s book 

character. Metzger is retiring at the 

end of 2022. 

Janet Metzger has lived a life of turning chil-
dren into lifelong readers and she loved to make 
them laugh in the process. 

After more than 50 years of library service, 
including the last 15 as the head of children’s 
services at Rodman Public Library, Metzger is 
turning her attention to one child – her first 
grandchild, Kesla – and will retire on Dec. 31. 

“I have really enjoyed the past 15 years,” 
said Metzger. “The time has really gone fast. I 
am really grateful to everyone who gave me the 
opportunity to do what I love.” 

Metzger, who started working in libraries as 
a sophomore in high school when she was a 
page at the Louisville Public Library, always 
knew she wanted to work with children. Howev-
er, she envisioned being an elementary school 
teacher. 

After graduating from St. Thomas Aquinas 
High School in 1974, she matriculated to Walsh 
College (now Walsh University) with that goal 
in mind. She continued to work at the library in 
Louisville during nights, weekends and sum-
mers. When she graduated in 1978 with a degree 
in elementary education, she interviewed for a 
few teaching positions, but they were all at the 
junior high or high school level. 
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ONGOING PROGRAMS 

BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS 

December 12 
 

The Christmas Sweater 
 

Glenn Beck 

Meets every second Monday  

of the month at 6:30 p.m.  

at the Branch Library. 

BOOKS & COFFEE 

Call 330-821-1313 for information. 

For a look at future Book Club selections, visit 

rodmanlibrary.com/Rodman-Book-Clubs 

TECH Time Thursday 

A librarian is on hand each Thursday 

from 11 a.m. to noon to answer basic 

questions about your electronic devic-

es. No registration needed. For infor-

mation, call 330-821-2665, ext. 217.  

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to noon 

Knit Wits  
The KnitWits, a circle for needleworkers 

of all types and skill levels, meets at 10 

a.m. on the second and fourth Monday 

of each month at the Main Library. The 

group is always seeking new members 

and donations of yarn. NOTE: The group 

will not meet on the fourth Monday of 

December due to the library’s holiday 

hours.  

Monday, Dec. 12 at 10 a.m. 

The Buzz  
Subscribe to the email version of 

libraryaware.com/3618/ 

Subscribers/Subscribe  

Meets every third Tuesday  

of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

 at the Main Library. 

TRUE CRIME  

JUNKIES 

Call 330-821-2665, ext. 215 for information. 

December 20 
 

Kitty Genovese: 

The Murder,  

The Bystanders,  

The Crime That  

Changed America 
 

Kevin Cook 

RPL EVENING  

BOOK CLUB 

December 19 
 

A Redbird Christmas 
 

Fannie Flagg 

Call 330-821-2665, ext. 107 for information. 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday through Wednesday: 10 a.m. — 8 p.m. 

Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m. —  4 p.m. 

Sunday:  

Main Library — Closed 

Branch Library  — 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

(October through April only) 

 

rodmanlibrary.com 

MAIN LIBRARY 

215 E. Broadway St. 

Alliance, Ohio 44601 

330.821.2665 

BRANCH LIBRARY 

1808 W. State St. 

Alliance, OH 44601 

330.821.1313 

Usually meets every  

fourth  Monday of the 

month at 6:00 p.m.  

at the Main Library.  

Meets a week earlier in 

December due to  

Holiday hours. 

Alliance Vinyl Club 
Alliance Vinyl Club will be in a 

festive mood when it meets in 

December and spins Christmas 

music. The club, which is open to 

all music lovers, is meeting on 

the second Wednesday of the 

month in December due to the 

holiday. Those attending are 

encouraged to bring in some of their favorite holiday-

themed records to share with others. Although it is 

called a club, there is no formal membership and no 

registration is required to attend the program which 

provides the opportunity to listen to music, talk and 

hang out, and make new friends.  

Wednesday, Dec 14 at 6:30 p .m. 

Maker Monday continues  
to be popular program at RPL 

Maker Monday, the adult crafting program led by Nicole 
Brown, continues to be popular at Rodman Public Library and is 
full for December’s program. 

The next program will be held on Monday, January 16 at 7 
p.m. and will feature a Valentine-related project. Registration 
for that session will open Friday, December 2. 

Maker Monday programs are held monthly on a select Mon-
day and all materials are provided for free thanks to Friends of 
Rodman Public Library. Information for each session can be 
found on RPL’s online calendar and registration is required for 
each session at rodmanlibary.evanced.info/signup. 
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METZGER 

A piece of his-
torical fiction relat-
ing the story of an 
incident remem-
bered by few today 
is the subject of the 
2023 One Book 
One Community 
selection. 

The Children’s 
Blizzard by Melanie 
Benjamin reveals a 
story of 
courage on 
the prairie, 
a freak 
blizzard 
that struck 
the Great 
Plains, 
threatening the lives of hundreds of immi-
grant homesteaders -- especially their chil-
dren. 

The morning of January 12, 1888, was 
unusually mild, following a long cold spell, 
warm enough for the homesteaders of the 
Dakota territory to venture out again, and for 
their children to return to school without their 
heavy coats — leaving them unprepared 
when disaster struck. At just the hour when 
most prairie schools were letting out for the 
day, a terrifying, fast-moving blizzard struck 
without warning. Schoolteachers as young as 
16 were suddenly faced with life and death 
decisions: Keep the children inside, to risk 
freezing to death when fuel ran out, or send 
them home, praying they wouldn't get lost in 
the storm? 

Based on actual oral histories of survivors, 
the novel follows the stories of Raina and 
Gerda Olsen, two sisters, both schoolteachers 
— one who becomes a hero of the storm, and 
one who finds herself ostracized in the after-
math. It's also the story of Anette Pedersen, a 
servant girl whose miraculous survival serves 
as a turning point in her life and touches the 
heart of Gavin Woodson, a newspaperman 
seeking redemption. It is Woodson and others 
like him who wrote the embellished news 
stories that lured immigrants across the sea to 
settle a pitiless land. Boosters needed immi-
grants to settle territories into states, and they 
didn't care what lies they told them to get 
them there -- or whose land it originally was. 

Benjamin, who has nine titles to her credit 
with another book to be released next year, 
will visit Alliance on Thursday, March 23. 
Programs will be held at Rodman Public 
Library prior to the author’s visit and details 
will be forthcoming. 

“That really wasn’t what I wanted,” said 
Metzger. “I wanted to be working with little 
ones.” 

Throughout Metzger’s time in college, she 
had been encouraged to consider library science 
as a career by Mary Louise Lowe, the director 
of the library in Louisville. And when Metzger, 
who had married her husband John in July of 
1978, had not found a job by that fall, Lowe 
hired her on a full-time basis to act as a liaison 
between the schools and the Louisville Public 
Library. 

“It was a perfect fit,” said Metzger, who later 
became a children’s librarian and attended Kent 
State while working her full-time job to get a 
master’s in library science. 

She continued to work full-time until August 
of 1985 when the Metzgers welcomed their first 
daughter, Stephanie, to the family, and Metzger 
worked as a substitute at the Louisville library.  
In June of 1989, another daughter, Natalie, 
came along, and Metzger continued to work 
part-time until both girls were ready for school. 

And by the time both daughters were en-
rolled in Our Lady of Peace in Canton in 1993, 
Metzger was right there with them after accept-
ing a position as the school’s librarian. It was 
another perfect fit for Metzger, who oversaw 
the implementation of a computer lab at the 
school. 

However, when cuts were being made to the 
school, Metzger decided to move on and made 
the transition to the Ramsayer Research Library 
at the William McKinley Presidential Library 
and Museum, where she delved into local histo-
ry, reference, and genealogy for four years. 

“That was a lot of fun and fascinating,” said 
Metzger.  

However, the call to work with children 
came again in February 2008 when Pat Stone, 
who had worked with Metzger in Louisville, 
was named the director at Rodman Public Li-
brary and needed someone to replace her as the 
head of children’s services at RPL. 

“I have loved being a children’s librarian,” 
smiled Metzger. “I loved the creativity of it. I 
loved that I could let my imagination run wild 
with programming. And I loved turning kids 
onto good books and making reading fun for 
them.” 

Metzger said over the years, she recom-
mended many different authors to children, but 
more often than not, when a child was looking 
for a good book, she would start them off with 
humorous books, like those of Mo Willems, or 
those by Jen Thomas that are interactive and the 
children become part of the story. 

“I loved to see the kids have fun and laugh,” 
said Metzger. 

However, there’s one particular child she 
would like to make smile these days and that’s 
Kesla, her 16-month-old granddaughter who 
lives in Athens. 

John, an accountant with Fleming Foods for 
many years, has been retired for two years, and 
the couple would like to be more available to 
make the nearly three hour drive when they are 
needed to help care for Kesla, as well as spend 
time with several older relatives. 
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“Both families are very close-knit,” said 
Metzger, who for 40 years also played the organ 
at Mass for the residents of the St. Joseph Care 
Center in Louisville before COVID ended that 
run. 

A poll worker for the Stark County Board of 
Elections, Metzger said she plans on doing more 
volunteer work in retirement. 

Metzger says she will miss interacting with 
patrons. 

“In all my jobs, I have worked with the com-
munity in some way,” she said. “I have always 
enjoyed that outreach and making everyone 
aware of how important libraries are and of 
turning people from thinking about libraries as 
only a place you can go to get books into a place 
where you can go for anything – information, 
entertainment, or some kind of help. I would 
hope that if someone is thinking, ‘I need help. 
Where should I go?’ they then think, ‘I am go-
ing to go to the library to find the help that I 
need.’” 

She will also miss her co-workers. 
“Librarians are fantastic people to work 

with,” said Metzger, who noted automation in 
libraries as well as the sharing of resources and 
the cooperation between libraries have been 
major positive changes she has witnessed over 
her career. “You hear stories from people who 
don’t like working with a certain boss or a cer-
tain co-worker. Staff at libraries I find to be the 
greatest people to work with. I have always 
enjoyed everybody I’ve worked with at all my 
jobs.” 

 

Janet Metzger, head of children’s services at 

Rodman Public Library since 2008, stands at left 

while she acts out a skit during a Storytime ses-

sion with Marcie Fitzelle in July 2021. Metzger, 

who will retire at the end of the year, said watch-

ing children laugh brought her great joy during 

her career that spanned more than 50 years. 

2023 OBOC 

title revealed 
The Children’s Blizzard   
gives fictional account  

of  1888 tragedy 



Shoppers walk along Main Street at Linden Avenue, passing 

G.C. Murphy and Florsheim Shoes in this photo taken during 

the 1940s. The photo was a donation from the collection of 

David Bertolini to the Alliance Historical Society that is among 

hundreds found on alliancememory.org, a collaboration be-

tween Rodman Public Library and the Alliance Historical Socie-

ty. Alliance Memory offers a view of history through photo-

graphs, personal recollections, and documents. To access 

RPL’s local history resources, visit rodmanlibrary.com/

genealogy, or call 330-821-2665, ext. 217. 

If you want to send holi-

day greetings to friends or 

family, but you’ve lost track 

of them through the years,  

you may want to give AtoZ 

Databases a try.  

AtoZ Databases contains 

addresses and phone num-

bers of more than 220 mil-

lion U.S. residents.  This 

service can be used to do 

reverse phone lookups as 

well as basic background 

searches.  

It also contains financial 

information on more than 

30 million U.S. businesses 

and executives  

AtoZ Databases is just 

one of more than 75  data-

bases that can be found at 

rodmanlibrary.com/databases 

covering more than 20 cat-

egories. 

For more information or 

help accessing RPL’s online 

databases, call 330-821-

2665, ext. 217. 

FEATURED  

DATABASE 

AtoZ Databases 

CHANGES 
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dman 
Staff 

Want to help support RPL? 

Join the Friends of Rodman Library by calling 330-821-2665  

or by visiting any of the service desks. 

STACY GREEN 

R 
Spotlight 

Circulation 
Assistant 

What is your favorite  
part of your job? 

I enjoy interacting and engaging 
with our patrons. 

 
What is your favorite book ? 

One of my favorite books is  
The Midnight Library  

by Matt Haig 
 

What was your favorite  
subject in school? 

Algebra 
 

Who is your favorite  
musical artist? 

Elvis, but really I love all  
types of music. 

 
If you could visit anywhere,  

where would it be? 
I would love to visit Israel. 

 
Who is the biggest influence  

in your life? 
My mom. 

 
What was your first car? 

A 1987 Toyota Tercel 
 

What was the last thing  
you binge watched? 

I am currently binging The Crown. 

Has been  
at RPL for  
three years.  

Much of that planning was conducted with 
the help of Library Design Associates, Inc., of 
Powell, Ohio, which specializes in organizing 
and arranging areas in order for it to be uti-
lized to its maximum potential.  

Much of the work such as painting, electri-
cal upgrades and other services will be han-
dled by local contractors.  

When the refresh is complete, the chil-
dren’s area will include: 

 An area with board books and interactive 
toys. 

 A comfortable seating area for adult care-
givers where they can plug in devices while 
their children utilize the space. 

 Tables and chairs for studying and tutoring. 

 Four computers available for children. 

  An area with two televisions and two gam-

From Page 1 
ing systems. 

“We knew that a lot of tweens, those 9, 10 
and 11 years old, really wanted a space simi-
lar to our Teen Spot,” said Taggart. “The 
gaming area will give them that.” 

The project is being funded through dona-
tions that have been developed over many 
years that were given by individuals for a 
project such as this, including a substantial 
gift from the late Jo Ann Werbung, a local 
resident who gave generously to many local 
organizations in her will, including Rodman 
Public Library. 

“The library is very appreciative to all of 
those who have donated to the institution 
throughout the years,” said Taggart. “That 
generosity makes these kinds of projects pos-
sible. Those gifts allow us to provide a great 
space for children that will be a significant 
improvement to our facility.” 


