
 Kids Book Club  

 

Charlie and the  

Chocolate Factory 

By Roald Dahl 

Meets every third  

Wednesday of the month 

at 4:15 p.m.  

at the Main Library. 

Meetings include a brief 

discussion of the book,  

an activity, and a snack.   

Next meeting: 

December 21 

Registration required 

DECEMBER 2022  

PLEASE NOTE: 
Some programs require  

registration online at  
rodmanlibrary.evanced.info/signup. 

 

Obtain information by calling 

330-821-2665, ext. 223. 

 

Holiday Storytime continues at the Branch Library at 
10:30 a.m. on the first two Tuesdays of December. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to listen to stories, sing songs, 
learn fun facts, and take part in a special activity.  

No registration is needed to attend Storytime, which is 
open to children of all ages and is intended to encourage 
lifelong readers through stories, music, movement, and 

activities. 
On December 6, kids will mark Santa Week by making 

Santa binoculars. 
On December 13, children will mark Rudolph Week by 

making reindeer food and playing a reindeer game. 
For more information, call the Rodman Library Branch at 

330-821-1313. 

Holiday Storytime continues at Branch 

ONGOING PROGRAMS 

Kids Gaming 
Kids Gaming is held on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Rodman Public Library in the Main Library 

Auditorium. From 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., children, ages 8-

12, are treated to open play of video games, Minecraft, 

etc. on devices provided by the library.  No registration 

required.  

Wednesday, December7 at 4:00  p.m. 

Hot Pots Storytime 
Children, ages 3-12, will come 

to the Branch for a mini sto-

rytime and then proceed to Hot 

Pots, accompanied by their 

guardian, to paint a Christmas 

tree figurine  The cost is $15 

per child and registration is 

required. The fee is payable to 

Hot Pots upon registration 

online at hotpotspottery.com. 

Wednesday, November 30 at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 3 at 11:00 a.m. 

Kids Crafting 
Due to the painting and 

other activities happening 

in the Children's Depart-

ment, the Kids Crafting 

program will be a take 

and make project in De-

cember. Children, ages 6-

12, are invited to Rodman 

Public Library beginning 

Thursday, December 1 to 

pick up a gingerbread house project. The kits will be 

distributed throughout the month while supplies last. All 

materials used during monthly kids crafting programs 

are provided for free thanks to the Friends of Rodman 

Public Library.  

Starting Thursday, December 1 (while supplies last) 

Starting Thursday, De-

cember 1 kids can stop 

by the Branch to pick up 

a Snoopy Christmas craft 

take and make craft 

while supplies last All 

supplies are included, 

thanks to the Friends of 

Rodman Library.  

Branch Take and Make 

Get on board  
the Polar Express 

Get your tickets for The Polar Express!  
Children and their family are invited to join the staff 

of Rodman Library’s Children’s Department on a trip to 
the North Pole. The run will be offered four times, in-
cluding at 5:00 OR 6:00 on Monday, December 12, OR 
at 5:00 p.m. OR 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 13.  

The Polar Express, written by Chris Van Allsburg, 
will be read and passengers should be prepared for sur-
prises along the way. Pajamas are encouraged, but not 
required.  

Please note that registration is required for all attend-
ing the program (both children and adults) at rodmanli-
brary.evanced.info/signup.  

The event is sponsored by Friends of  Rodman Public 
Library. 

Visit the Bookmobile at  

“A Vintage Christmas”  

in downtown Alliance  

from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

on Friday, December 2. 

http://rodmanlibrary.evanced.info/signup/Calendar
http://rodmanlibrary.evanced.info/signup/Calendar


While it’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas outside, it’s beginning to look a lot 
different inside the Children’s Department at 
Rodman Public Library. 

The area 
is being 
“refreshed” 
and will be 
a great gift 
to the many 
kids and 
adults who 
utilize the 
space. 

With 
new paint, 
new carpet, 
and new 
furniture, 
the chil-
dren’s area will have an entirely new look and 
feel before the end of the year. So will the 
gallery and the auditorium, which is also get-
ting a new stage curtain. 

“This is really the product of the staff lis-
tening to the public and paying attention to 
what patrons wanted,” said Rodman Public 
Library Executive Director Eric Taggart. “The 
children’s staff really wanted a place where 
families could hang out together at the li-
brary.” 

The RPL staff noticed that following pro-
grams like Storytime, Wee Read and Play 
Group, parents and other caregivers would 
stay after, looking for more ways to interact 
with their little ones. The alterations to the 
children’s space will provide more opportuni-
ties for that. 

“We are making the space more interactive 
and more flexible,” said Taggart, noting some 
of the shelving will be mobile so that the area 
can be opened up during programs and special 
events. 

While there will be less shelving, Taggart 
stressed that the size of the children’s collec-
tion has not changed and the library still has as 
many books and other materials as it had in the 
past. 

“We had a lot of shelves in the area before, 
but if you really looked, some of them had a 

lot of open space,” said Taggart. “We have 
just gotten a little more creative about where 
shelves are placed and how they are arranged 
in order to open up the area and give us a sig-

nificant amount of open 
space.” 
Much of that planning 
was conducted with the 
help of Library Design 
Associates, Inc., of 
Powell, Ohio, which 
specializes in organiz-
ing and arranging areas 
in order for it to be 
utilized to its maximum 
potential.  
Much of the work such 
as painting, electrical 
upgrades and other 
services will be handled 

by local contractors.  
When the refresh is complete, the chil-

dren’s area will include: 
 An area with board books and interactive 

toys. 
 A comfortable seating area for adult care-

givers where they can plug in devices while 
their children utilize the space. 

 Tables and chairs for studying and tutoring. 
 Four computers available for children. 
  An area with two televisions and two gam-
ing systems. 

“We knew that a lot of tweens, those 9, 10 
and 11 years old, really wanted a space similar 
to our Teen Spot,” said Taggart. “The gaming 
area will give them that.” 

The project is being funded through dona-
tions that have been developed over many 
years that were given by individuals for a 
project such as this, including a substantial gift 
from the late Jo Ann Werbung, a local resident 
who gave generously to many local organiza-
tions in her will. 

“The library is very appreciative to all of 
those who have donated to the institution 
throughout the years,” said Taggart. “That 
generosity makes these kinds of projects possi-
ble. Those gifts allow us to provide a great 
space for children that will be a significant 
improvement to our facility.” 

Changes In The Works  
 

Children’s Dept. Head Janet Metzger to Retire 

AREA TO CLOSE FOR THREE WEEKS 

Lots of exciting changes are coming to the 

children’s space at Rodman Public Library. To 

make them happen, the area will be closed from 

November 28 through December 16.  

In the meantime, patrons who would like to 

browse for materials can use the Branch Library 

children's collection. 

Materials can also be requested from the 

Main Library via: 

 The Rodman Library app 

 Online at rodmanlibrary.com 

 By phone at 330-821-2665, ext. 223 

Rodman Public Library’s Janet Metzger 

portrays Amelia Bedelia during a 2013 

program. 

Space to get ‘refreshed’ by new year 

Janet Metzger has lived a life of turning children 
into lifelong readers and she loved to make them 
laugh in the process. 

After more than 50 years of library service, in-
cluding the last 15 as the head of children’s services 
at Rodman Public Library, Metzger is turning her 
attention to one child – her first grandchild, Kesla – 
and will retire on Dec. 31. 

“I have really enjoyed the past 15 years,” said 
Metzger. “The time has really gone fast. I am really 
grateful to everyone who gave me the opportunity to 
do what I love.” 

Metzger, who started working in libraries as a 
sophomore in high school when she was a page at 
the Louisville Public Library, always knew she 
wanted to work with children. However, she envi-
sioned being an elementary school teacher. 

After graduating from St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School in 1974, she matriculated to Walsh College 

(now Walsh University) with that goal in mind. She contin-
ued to work at the library in Louisville during nights, week-
ends and summers. When she graduated in 1978 with a de-
gree in elementary education, she interviewed for a few 
teaching positions, but they were all at the junior high or high 
school level. 

“That really wasn’t what I wanted,” said Metzger. “I want-
ed to be working with little ones.” 

Throughout Metzger’s time in college, she had been en-
couraged to consider library science as a career by Mary 
Louise Lowe, the director of the library in Louisville. And 
when Metzger, who had married her husband John in July of 
1978, had not found a job by that fall, Lowe hired her on a 
full-time basis to act as a liaison between the schools and the 
Louisville Public Library. 

“It was a perfect fit,” said Metzger, who later became a 
children’s librarian and attended Kent State while working 
her full-time job to get a master’s in library science. 

She continued to work full-time until August of 1985 
when the Metzgers welcomed their first daughter, Stephanie, 
to the family, and Metzger worked as a substitute at the Lou-
isville library.  In June of 1989, another daughter, Natalie, 
came along, and Metzger continued to work part-time until 
both girls were ready for school. 

And by the time both daughters were enrolled in Our Lady 
of Peace in Canton in 1993, Metzger was right there with 
them after accepting a position as the school’s librarian. It 
was another perfect fit for Metzger, who oversaw the imple-
mentation of a computer lab at the school. 

When cuts were being made to the school, Metzger decid-
ed to move on and made the transition to the Ramsayer Re-
search Library at the William McKinley Presidential Library 
and Museum, where she delved into local history, reference, 
and genealogy for four years. 

“That was a lot of fun and fascinating,” said Metzger.  
However, the call to work with children came again in 

February 2008 when Pat Stone, who had worked with Metz-
ger in Louisville, was named the director at Rodman Public 
Library and needed someone to replace her as the head of 
children’s services at RPL. 

“I have loved being a children’s librarian,” smiled Metz-
ger. “I loved the creativity of it. I loved that I could let my 
imagination run wild with programming. And I loved turning 
kids onto good books and making reading fun for them.” 

Metzger said over the years she recommended many dif-
ferent authors to children, but more often than not, when a 
child was looking for a good book, she would start them off 
with humorous books. 

“I loved to see the kids have fun and laugh,” said Metzger. 
However, there’s one particular child she would like to 

make smile these days and that’s Kesla, her 16-month-old 
granddaughter who lives in Athens. 

John, an accountant with Fleming Foods for many years, 
has been retired for two years, and the couple would like to 
be more available to make the nearly three hour drive when 
they are needed to help care for Kesla, as well as spend time 
with several older relatives. 

“Both families are very close-knit,” said Metzger, who for 
40 years also played the organ at Mass for the residents of the 
St. Joseph Care Center in Louisville before COVID ended 
that run. 

A poll worker for the Stark County Board of Elections, 
Metzger said she plans on doing more volunteer work in 
retirement. 

Metzger says she will miss interacting with patrons. 
“In all my jobs, I have worked with the community in 

some way,” she said. “I have always enjoyed that outreach 
and making everyone aware of how important libraries are 
and of turning people from thinking about libraries as only a 
place you can go to get books into a place where you can go 
for anything – information, entertainment, or some kind of 
help. I would hope that if someone is thinking, ‘I need help. 
Where should I go?’ they then think, ‘I am going to go to the 
library to find the help that I need.’” 


